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On Wednesday we looked at a Gallup poll that suggested 

church attendance has been on a steady decline since the thirties. 

I found another article written during the Covid crisis that tries to 

anticipate what the long term effects Covid will have on church as 

we know it. The author begins by rightfully pointing out that 

“virtual” church is nothing new. For example, evangelists have 

been utilizing TV and radio for decades now. With each new 

platform there is most certainly some negative feedback and 

speculation as to how it might affect the traditional model. 

However, we saw last on Wednesday that attendance has been 

on the decline since the thirties. I wonder how the use of 

technology like TV and radio has affected attendance?  

The difference with Covid, however, is the restrictions. In 

the past you could get church on radio, tv, online, or in person 

(most Christians would probably regard “in person” as ideal). 

Perhaps you partook in more than one or all of these. In any 

case, worshipping in close proximity with other believers at a 

certain physical location at a specific time and place was always 

an option available. During Covid, this was greatly reduced, 

restricted, and in many ways prohibited. So if someone was only 

doing ‘real” church because they felt obligated, Covid’s provided a 

perfect way out. Does this mean that they aren’t going to listen 

to sermons on the radio, or watch things online throughout the 

week? Not necessarily.  

This article had another interesting piece of information. It 

said that although attendance was down overall, “personal 

religiosity” was up. In fact, spirituality and faith has seen a 

noticeable increase; more so than any other facet of life. I’ve 

included an excerpt here:  

 



“19% of Americans interviewed between March 28 and April 1 

said their faith or spirituality has gotten better as a result of the 

crisis, while 3% say it has gotten worse, for a net of +16 

percentage points. The only other of the five aspects tested that 

has a net positive is "personal relationships," at +5. More 

Americans, by contrast, say their mental health, diet and exercise 

have gotten worse than say they have gotten better.” 

 

So what does this mean? Well, it is too early to tell or say 

for certain. I do not know what will ultimately happen with 

attendance, but if I had to speculate I would say that attendance 

is not going to see a drastic increase any time soon. Personal 

religious interests might see a revival, but how that will play out I 

do not know. Perhaps many just don’t consider going to a church 

building on Sunday morning as part of their 21st century faith.  

At this point we should ask, does church have to remain as it 

was simply because it's been that way for a long time? We have 

to be careful not to criticize someone’s decisions here unless we 

have a solid argument for why they should be attending a church 

every Sunday morning and not just meeting at a house where 

they can do the same thing with close friends and family. And 

perhaps more intimately. Let’s be honest, some churches can be 

daunting. Especially if you don’t know anyone, or only know a 

few. Walking into a big building with five hundred people can be 

overwhelming. Perhaps even more difficult is walking into a 

building with five people you don’t know. At least with the big 

crowds you can blend in. Maybe small, cell churches are the best 

way to combat a strictly digital diet? If people can congregate 

together in the home and partake of worship there, even if they 

are watching something online, at least they are together.  

Keep in mind that I am pastoring a church, and would love 

to see maximum capacity every Sunday. However, I am also 

trying, as with everyone involved in ministry, to anticipate in a 



realistic way what we’re dealing with. More importantly, trying to 

discern what the Spirit is doing for us moving forward. Perhaps it 

is time for some major changes. But before we can raise the flag 

of change we have to know what we’re doing and what we’re 

losing. These things need to be thought out. And then there’s the 

other scenario. Maybe everything will go back, more or less, to 

the way it was. Is that a good thing though? All of these 

questions I am asking myself I am putting to you as well. It 

would be good to hear some feedback. Email me at 

bryceklassen@gmail.com. Here’s a quote from the Gallup article, 

emphasizing the uncertainty of it all:  

 

“The long-term impact of the coronavirus crisis on in-person 

church attendance is critically important, and it will take months 

or years to arrive at an overall estimate of the effect (if any).” 

 

In Love, 

Bryce  
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