
TBC CONNECT is a way for the ministry at Temple Baptist Church to keep 
in touch with the congregation through meaningful reflection on God’s Word. 

Every Monday a new topic is presented and then explored via written 
devotionals on Wednesday and Friday. 

 
 

“Thou Shall Not: Exploring the Ten Commandments Part Two” 
by Bryce William Klassen 

 
On Monday we looked at the first four commandments, which can be 

summed up as follows: 1. No other gods, 2. No idols, 3. No blasphemy, 4. No 
forgetting the Sabbath. Today we will explore the latter six and then discuss their 
meaning for today. First up is commandment number five!  
 

5. Honour your parents. The Jewish people regarded their elders as 
harbingers of history, worthy of honour and respect. Furthermore, in a 
family-oriented community, it was important that the younger take care of 
the older, just as the older had provided for the younger. Not a complicated 
idea, but one that is in some sense lost on modern generations. 
6. Don’t kill. Some translate this “don’t murder.” The reason being that 
capital punishment is prescribed in the Bible for the more serious crimes 
(such as murder! Ex. 19:13 and Dt 13:10 for example). The prohibition 
against murder is rooted in each individual’s bearing the image of God (Gen 
9:6).  
7. Don’t commit adultery. Our relationship with God is often depicted in 
Scripture as a marriage. Earthly marriages are to be a representation of our 
relationship with God. Therefore, just as we are not to worship other gods (a 
form of spiritual adultery) we are not to engage in unwarranted sexual 
behaviour with others. So severe was this crime that it was deemed worthy 
of capital punishment (Lev 20:10).  
8. Don’t steal. Most people have a basic understanding of ownership and 
private property. Kids are always yelling (rather selfishly might I add), 
“Mine!” In the Old Testament community, one’s property, such as their 



livestock, was pertinent to their well-being. Furthermore, the Israelites had a 
strong understanding of possession and inheritance that would make theft all 
the more egregious.  
9. Don’t bear false witness. This is a call to honesty. Although it’s primary 
concern was judicial (i.e. when called before a judge) it is not reserved for 
the court-room alone. God is a God of truth, who keeps His Word. 
Therefore, God expects his sanctified people to do the same.  
10. Do not covet. Some suggest this means the active planning of taking 
something from someone. However, that would probably fall under the 
eighth commandment. Instead, I think this is more related to a longing after. 
It is as much concerned with the internal state as it is with the external.  
 
There you have it, the Ten Commandments! Now as for the million dollar 

question, “Do these apply today?” I think the answer is somewhat intuitive. In 
short, although we are not bound by the Law, it continues to reflect God’s moral 
character. Furthermore, Jesus summarizes these Ten Commandments in the 
gospels when he says that the greatest commandments are to love God with all of 
being and to love our neighbour as ourselves. Upon these two commandments, he 
says, depend all the Law and Prophets. (Mt 22:37-40). From this alone we can see 
that the 10 Commandments, which tell us how to live toward God and others, are 
applicable today. Furthermore, the church has always taught the importance of the 
10 Commandments. If anything, the Protestants put more emphasis on the OT Law 
then the church ever had. The point of this, however, was to show that if we are 
judged according to the Ten Commandments, we are condemned. Thanks be to 
God for His work in Christ, who did keep them all faithfully. In fact he upped the 
ante when he said stuff like, “Even if you look at another woman with lust in your 
eyes you have committed adultery!” (Mt 5:28). To simplify, perhaps I can put it 
like this. The Ten Commandments serve to:  
 
● Reflect our sin and God’s holiness. 
● Reveal our utter dependence upon God for salvation. 
● Restrict our bad behaviour.  

 



So we may not be bound by the Law, but we are to respond to grace with 
faithful obedience. Christ said, “If you love me you will obey my commands” (Jn 
14:15). I hope that helps clarify things a little (or perhaps I’ve made them more 
complicated for you). Like I’ve said, please don’t take anything I say as truth 
unless it is supported by God’s Word alone. So be like the Bereans and search the 
Scriptures diligently. In other words, Thou Shalt Do Your Homework!  

 
In Love, 

Bryce 
 


