
Racism and the Word Part Two: the Romans Perspective 
 
“No one is righteous, not even one.” (Rom 3:10)  
 

In his Epistle to the Romans, Paul charges all humanity with being guilty 
before God. He begins in chapter 1 by arguing that the Gentile population is guilty, 
and then in chapter 2 that the Jewish people are also guilty. He concludes in 
chapter 3 that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (3:23). So if we 
are all guilty, both Jew and Gentile, and deserving of wrath, what shall we do? The 
answer is, there’s nothing we can do. But, because of the cross and Jesus’ 
atonement (this word “atonement” means a reparation or payment for injustice) we 
are made right before God through the blood of His son. In other words, He paid 
the price and satisfied the wrath of God so we might be spared if we put our faith 
in Him.  

I believe that Paul’s argument, that all are guilty, is far from mere abstract 
theology, but a practical truth for the way we live. In other words, the Gospel is not 
a one-time affair that we believe once and never think about again. No, our lives 
are to be shaped by it daily. Our decisions must be informed by it, and we must see 
the world through “gospel glasses” (a phrase coined by two friends of mine). 
Therefore, I thought we would look at our topic and see if we can come up with a 
gospel-shaped response. Because of the mass protests against racial injustice that 
are taking place all over the world, most prominently in the United States, I want to 
ask: How does the gospel shape our response to racial inequality?  

Despite our past, I think we can safely say that the Gospel does not condone 
racism in any way shape or form. Quite the opposite, in fact. There were many 
Jews in the early church who didn’t want to share a table with the Greeks, and vice 
versa. Paul’s letter to the Romans is long believed to have been written to a 
Jew-Gentile church experiencing ethnic tension and some argue that its main 
purpose is to encourage mutual love and harmony among its members. I don’t 
think what they were going through would have been tantamount to our modern 
understanding of racism, but they were facing issues over ethnic identity 
nonetheless. Paul argues that not only are all sinful, but that all are belonging to 



Christ in a way that breaks down ethnic barriers. In other words, in God’s 
kingdom, there’s no room for racism of any kind.  

In times like this it's easy to point fingers. The Gospel is the great leveller. If 
all fall short of God’s glory and are deserving of His wrath, then there is no 
justification for self-righteousness. In times of social upheaval it’s easy to say, 
“These are the bad guys and these are the good guys.” Yet when we think 
vertically, with God as our standard, which of us can cast our stone with a clean 
conscience? I cannot simply say, “You are the problem, not me.” When you realize 
that you share the same sinful nature as everyone else you realize that the problem 
is not you or me, but we or you and me. If humans are the problem, the solution 
must be more than just human. This is why the Messiah had to be both God and 
man. It is something we are all guilty of, and something we all need help in 
overcoming.  

Furthermore, the Gospel is the greatest act of forgiveness in history. Before 
He died, Jesus prays: “Forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Lk 23:34). I 
don’t know about you, but when I read about what they did to Jesus, I get mad. I 
imagine that those who have had to face all manner of oppression because of their 
skin are mad too. And yet here Christ is asking for his murderers’ forgiveness. I 
truly believe that forgiveness requires more strength than retribution. The greater 
the crime, the greater the forgiveness. Sin is the greatest of crimes, and so the 
forgiveness for sin is unparalleled. If Christ is our example, it means there is 
absolutely nothing that anyone can do to me for which I should not forgive them. 
Why? Because while I was still God’s enemy, he died for me. For me, and for you. 
And so as hard as it may be, we must forgive injustice, not seek revenge for it. 
Which is extremely hard to do, isn’t it? It means leaving vengeance to the Lord and 
answering hatred with love and violence with peace. Just like Jesus tells Peter to 
put away His sword, we too must put away ours.  

What about the whole protest thing? Should Christians protest against 
injustice? I’ve personally been involved in pro-life activism and so it would be 
rather hypocritical of me to suggest that Christians shouldn’t protest, lest I 
condemn myself. However, I think there is a difference between protesting 
something you are educated about and simply joining a mob because it’s what 
everyone else is doing. Joining a mob is easy, isn’t it? Mobs provide people with a 



sense of purpose and protection that they might have otherwise felt was missing. It 
also means people will say and do things they wouldn’t otherwise have done. Like 
flip a car or burn down a building. I think a great deal of people involved in 
protests and riots have less than pure motives and are drowning out the voices of 
those who truly wish for social change. Furthermore, what were all these people 
doing beforehand? I would be hard pressed to believe someone who said they 
didn’t know about racism until now. As Christians, we don’t only do that which is 
popular, but must always seek to do that which is right. That means putting our 
finger on injustice and doing our part to help even when no one else is. The Gospel 
says that our God is a God of justice and righteousness. Therefore, we are to be a 
people of justice and righteousness. But that doesn’t mean we only exercise these 
things when everyone else is. It was not popular for Wilberforce and the anti-slave 
movement to do what they did, was it? Not at first, anyhow. In fact, it took over a 
decade before the House passed his bill against slavery.  

When we do take steps against injustices such as racism, I think we need to 
be careful that we don’t get swept away by competing ideologies. We act in 
accordance with His way, not the way of the world. Like I said, it is easy to join a 
mob, but we don’t follow Christ because it’s “easy.” We must be careful that our 
script is not simply a political statement or manifesto sprinkled with Christian 
language, but is itself the Gospel, handed to us by God Himself.  

Furthermore, as new creatures, with minds renewed by Christ, we need to 
think carefully about things. Including racism. It’s one thing to shout, “There’s a 
problem!” It’s another to say, “I have the answer.” More often than not people will 
say they have the answer for the sake of saying they have the answer. And too 
often people will believe them. So when someone like a politician comes along and 
proposes a new, radical policy, we need to put our thinking caps on and ask serious 
questions. Maybe it's a good solution worth supporting, or maybe it’s another case 
of the pendulum swinging too far. If history has taught us anything, it's that 
solutions can be worse than the problems. Absolute power corrupts absolutely. 
Understanding human nature means being skeptical when a new group comes 
along promising the world. Because of what they regard as systematic racism, 
certain voices in the United States, and even in Canada, want to disband the police 
force. If the system is the problem, then maybe we should just get rid of the 



system! The problem with this line of thinking is that it oversimplifies things and 
robs the individuals that make up these systems of their identities. The police, like 
literally every other group of humans on planet Earth, is diverse. I do not think that 
everyone wearing a uniform is a racist. Should there be changes? Most certainly. 
Should we burn the whole thing down? Probably not.  

I should probably stop at this point, I know you only have so much time to 
listen to me ramble. I hope that what I’ve said hasn’t been too convoluted. In any 
case, let me know your thoughts! I know these are sensitive issues and so I want to 
hear from you as well! Send me an email at bryceklassen@gmail.com and let me 
know what you think.  

 
In love, Bryce  
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