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I remember watching the Scooby-Doo cartoons. At the end of every show 

they would apprehend some costumed criminal then wait in anticipated breath to 
find out who was behind the mask. This is called the reveal and is central to other 
whodunits like the Sherlock Holmes and Agatha Christie novels. The word 
“revelation” comes from the Greek word apokalypsis which means to unveil, 
uncover, or as we have seen, to reveal. The concept of revelation is central to 
Christian theology. As R.C. Sproul puts it, “Christianity at its heart is a revealed 
religion.” So let's explore the two primary ways in which God reveals Himself to 
us, beginning with what is referred to as general revelation.  

There are a couple of important Scriptural passages that we often refer to 
when talking about general revelation. First is Psalm 19: “The heavens declare the 
glory of God, the skies proclaim the work of His hands. Day after day they pour 
forth speech, night after night they reveal knowledge” (Ps 19:1-2). And in the New 
Testament, Paul has the following to say: “For since the creation of the world 
God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly 
seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without 
excuse” and goes on to say about the Gentiles that “the requirements of the law are 
written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts 
sometimes accusing them and at other times even defending them” (Rom 1:20, 
2:15). In other words, general revelation refers to those things which are revealed 
to everyone. For example, you don’t have to be a Christian to see that there is an 
intelligent mind responsible for designing the everso intricate nature of the 
universe and the irreducible complexity of certain systems in the human body, for 
example. These are things which reveal to us that yes, there is a God. Of course, 
there are many critics who deny such revelation, but Paul says they are nonetheless 
“without excuse.” Furthermore, is not the fact that we can see and appreciate the 
beauty of nature and marvel at the grandeur of the universe evidence for God? It is 
one thing to perceive our surroundings, it is another to be moved by them in any 
sort of meaningful way.  



Think about all the natural imagery the authors of Scripture use to describe 
God and other spiritual realities. Or the way in which God appears to His people 
via the natural elements. In the Bible God uses creation to make Himself known by 
what are called theophanies (from the Greek theos which means “God,” and 
phaneros which means “appearance”). In the Old Testament God appears to Moses 
in the burning bush and to Israel in a stormcloud above Mount Sinai (Ex 3, 19). A 
great New Testament example is Revelation: 

 
The hair on his head was white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like                  
blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the                 
sound of rushing waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, and coming out of his                 
mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its                
brilliance” (Rev 1:14-16).  

 
It is clear that nature and God share a close connection. This goes back to Genesis 
when God created the world and called it good (Gen 1:31). However, it is 
important to remember that although the Lord reveals Himself through nature (a 
type of general revelation) He is not a part of nature and maintains ultimate control 
over it. In the same way, Jesus shows that He too has mastery over the elements. 
Although we understand storms differently now, they can still frighten us, and 
make us feel rather naked! Back then, a violent storm was a sure sign that God was 
enacting judgment upon the land. When God appeared to the Israelites as a mighty 
storm, it was terrifying and only Moses was allowed to approach Him (Ex 19). Fast 
forward to the New Testament and Jesus commands the storm by the power of His 
word! In fact, while the disciples were panicking, Jesus was sleeping! (Mt 
8:23-27). Furthermore, not distinguishing between God and nature can lead to 
idolatry. As Paul writes:  

 
For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him,                
but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they             
claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for                
images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles. (Rom                
1:21-23) 

 



In folklore, vampires cannot step into the sunlight, lest they be burnt. In a similar               
way, the unrepentant soul is burned by the manifest glory of God. Therefore, it is               
far easier to remain in the shadows then step into the light and face the reality of                 
sin and death. In the Old Testament the Psalmist says something similar to Paul:  

 
The idols of the nations are silver and gold, made by human hands. They have mouths,                
but cannot speak, eyes, but cannot see. They have ears, but cannot hear, nor is there                
breath in their mouths. Those who make them will be like them, and so will all who trust                  
in them. (Ps 135:15-18) 

 
He is saying that those who turn to idols will inevitably become like them. God is                
an invisible spirit, but people want something tangible. People may not craft idols             
of silver and gold anymore (although some do), but idolatry is still a major              
problem. Either way, they cannot see God in creation because they are worshiping             
creation itself!  

Although God is the Designer, He is not the design. When we look up at the                
night sky and behold the awesome wonder and unfathomable size of the cosmos,             
we should be moved and overwhelmed by its beauty. However, we do not end              
there. Creation is a means by which God reveals Himself, and by which we may               
better know Him and give Him glory.  

On Wednesday I want to look at the other category of revelation which             
theologians refer to as special or specific. Whereas creation gives us some            
information of who God is, special revelation provides us with even further insight.             
In the meantime, take a moment to reflect on just how beautiful God’s world is and                
how the heavens really do declare His glory!  

 
In Love,  
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