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There was a popular song released in the ‘90s called What is Love. It's a catchy tune, but 

more than that it serves to highlight just how confused we are about the meaning of love. Many 
people, including the writer of that song, believe that love is defined individually. In other words, 
what is love to me might not be what is love to you. This sounds nice, doesn’t it? But perhaps we 
need to think critically about such a claim and view it in light of God’s revelation. Let’s look at 
the meaning of love from a biblical perspective and consider how that compares with the broader 
culture’s understanding.  

It is popular for the love is love movement to cite texts like 1 John 4:16, which says that 
“God is love” to support their particular agenda but this is too often disconnected from the 
author’s intended meaning. For starters, it alone does not tell what love is. Therefore, using that 
statement to promote an ideology apart from a proper understanding of either love or God is 
inappropriate. You see, John is writing about the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. A 
covenantal God who wants His people to be holy like Him. Loving God means obeying Him. 
Jesus says that “If you love me you will obey my commandments” (Jn 14:15).  

The truth is, love is not just love. It is not subjectively defined. There are right loves and 
wrong loves. For example, “The love of money is the root of all evil” (1 Tim 6:10). And earlier 
in 1 John chapter 2 he says that “if anyone loves the world the love of the Father is not in him” (1 
Jn 2:15). Here the world signifies evil. Let’s look at what he says: “For everything in the 
world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father 
but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives 
forever” (1 Jn 2:16-17).  

It is clear that loving God is inextricably tied with doing the will of God. At the same 
time, we know that we can never love as God loves. Human love is often fleeting and 
inconsistent. It is clouded by passion and emotions. What we love one day, we hate the next! 
God, on the other hand, is steadfast and His love never fails. The Father has loved the Son 
through all eternity and He has loved His people from the beginning when He made them His 
own. In other words, we can depend upon God’s love more than anyone else's. In fact, just a few 
verses after saying that “God is love,” John says that we are only able to love “because He first 
loved us” (1 Jn 4:19). So when people say “love is love” or quote 1 John 4:16 to promote their 
subjective understanding of how or what they think love is or should look like, remember that 
such statements cheapen the true meaning of love. A love that transcends this world and flows 
from a holy God who loves so much that “He sent His only begotten Son, so that whoever 
believes in Him will not perish but have everlasting life” (Jn 3:16).  

Have you ever feared that if people knew who you really were they wouldn’t accept you? 
It is not uncommon for people to keep secrets from those whom they love and it is unlikely that 
you know everything about the people you love. God, on the other hand, is all-knowing. He is 



well aware of everything that you have ever done, said, or thought. At first, this is a frightening 
realization. And it should be. However, we know that through faith in Christ our sins are wiped 
clean and in us God sees His Son. Thus by virtue of our being adopted into the family of God 
because of God’s only Son we have become partakers in the neverending love expressed by the 
three persons of the Trinity. This is a love that the world does not offer. It is a love that is 
unconditional, whereas the love you hear about on the radio is conditional. It is a love that rejects 
you when it learns who you really are. It is a self-seeking love that runs shallow, lacking any real 
depth. It is not a Godly love, but a worldly love offered up by a loveless world. As Christians we 
love because we are loved with a love that covers all sins (Prov 10:12). When we love we are 
not to love as the culture tells us to love. Nor are we to affirm what the world deems as 
appropriate. We are to love in a way that the world cannot understand because it is something 
beyond anything that the world can offer. A love from a perfect God who carries His people 
through the most violent of storms. It is a love that gives, not just seeks. Therefore, meditate on 
this love. Immerse yourself in the Scriptures that God gave us so that we might love Him more 
and more. Think about how He loves you and is faithful to you and remember that His love is 
unfailing.  

We will explore this further on Wednesday but starting today I want you to meditate not 
only on God’s love for you, but on your love for Him and others. Think about what it means to 
love God and others in a Godly way. Ask yourself:  

- Am I treating others in an unloving way? 
- Do I need to love by being reconciled with a brother or sister?”  
- What does my love for God look like?  
- How can I increase my understanding of God’s love?  

 
In Love, 

Bryce  


