
 

Sola Scriptura Part Two  

by Bryce William Klassen  

 

Just a note. Pastor Neal reminded me that I’ve got my days 

mixed up and I’ve been referring to the wrong days in my 

devotionals (I keep saying “Wednesday” instead of “Friday”) so I 

hope I haven’t confused anyone!  

 

So on Wednesday we started to look at sola scriptura. This is 

a fancy Latin phrase that means “scripture alone.” We saw that it 

really came to light during the Reformation and is contrary to the 

Roman Catholic position, which regards Scripture and tradition as 

authoritative. Ironically, many supposedly Protestant folks have 

done away with such a high view of the Bible. In fact, most 

so-called Christian Universities are far removed from this 

important Reformation principle. Not only that, but preachers 

around every corner in churches that were one time in 

submission to God’s Word have renounced such a view as unfit 

for the modern age. How do respond to this? How do you respond 

to the claim that the Bible alone is not authoritative? 

First, as important as the Reformation was, the reformers 

did not invent the notion that Scripture should have the final 

word. For example, the Jewish people prior to Jesus had the Old 

Testament books, which they regarded as God-breathed and 

thus, authoritative. Jesus acknowledges the authority of Scripture 

more than anyone. For example, when confronted by the devil 

what does he do? He quotes Scripture! In Mark 7:13 he accuses 

the Pharisees of nullifying the Word of God because of their 

man-made traditions! And so there is plenty of precedent to view 

the written words as authoritative above and beyond human 

desires and traditions. There are plenty of places in the Bible that 

speak to the role of Scripture and in my sermon on the 14th we 

looked at some of these, such as 2 Peter 1:19, Psalm 119:89, 



 

and of course, 2 Timothy 3:16: “All Scripture is God-breathed…” 

There are countless others, so I encourage you to go digging.  

Secondly, if God revealed Himself to us, via God-breathed 

text, then we don’t get to decide whether or not that text is 

authoritative. It either is or isn’t God-breathed. There’s no such 

thing as partly inspired or semi inspired. And so if Rome or 

anyone else says they need to verify what counts as authoritative 

and what doesn’t, just ask, “Does God need you to inspire His 

word for Him? Or is His Word not sufficient?”  

Third, we need to emphasize the spiritual nature of 

Scripture. This is the Holy Spirit at work, and so our ultimate 

proof is the Spirit. As we see in the London Baptist Confession of 

Faith Chapter 1 Article 5:  

We may be moved and induced by the testimony of the           

church of God to an high and reverent esteem of the Holy            

Scriptures; and the heavenliness of the matter, the efficacy         

of the doctrine, and the majesty of the style, the consent of            

all the parts, the scope of the whole (which is to give all             

glory to God), the full discovery it makes of the only way of             

man's salvation, and many other incomparable excellencies,       

and entire perfections thereof, are arguments whereby it        

doth abundantly evidence itself to be the Word of God; yet           

notwithstanding, our full persuasion and assurance of the        

infallible truth, and divine authority thereof, is from the         

inward work of the Holy Spirit bearing witness by and with           

the Word in our hearts. 

( John 16:13,14; 1 Corinthians 2:10-12; 1 John 2:20, 27) 

And so we need to always keep in mind that Scripture is not 

simply a book, but a divine treasure. In it, by the power of the 

Holy Spirit, we recognize our Father’s voice. As Peter writes to 

the church, “All people are like grass, and all their glory is like the 



 

flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the 

word of the Lord endures forever.” 

 

In Love,  

Bryce 

 
 
 


