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“If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can 
fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor 
and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain 
nothing” 

- 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 
 
It’s hard to emphasize just how important love is, but 1 Corinthians 13 does 

a pretty good job of it. In fact, Paul goes on to say that out of faith, hope, and love, 
love is the greatest (1 Cor 13:13). What does he mean by that? Should not faith be 
the greatest of these?  

Perhaps we can look at it like this: Out of those three, the one that carries 
over into eternity is love. What do I mean by that? Well, we won’t be practicing 
faith and hope in heaven will we? The writer of Hebrews says that “faith is 
confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see” (Heb 
11:1). However, once in heaven we do not need to hope for something we do not 
see! We will be in the presence of our great and glorious God and His precious 
Son, our one and only Redeemer, for all eternity. In other words, in heaven, there is 
nothing left to hope for, is there? It’s perfect! Later in 1 Corinthians Pauls says, 
“For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. 
Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known” (1 Cor 
13:12). Meaning, what we see now is but a reflection of the world to come, but 
following the resurrection of the body, we will turn to see the beauty of God’s new 
world with 20/20 vision.  

There is so much to talk about when it comes to love. For example, we could 
have focused more on the two great commandments to love God and others or 
talked about John 3:16 and God’s love for the world. Or how about when Jesus 
asks Peter three times, “Do you love me?” (John 21:15-17). The point is, when it 
comes to love there is no shortage of Scripture. In fact, the Bible itself is a 

 



 

testimony to God’s love for us and desire to be loved by us. In any case, I think we 
should reflect deeply on the meaning of love and what it means to both give love 
and be loved.  

I wish I could go on but I leave that to you! Meditate on the Word and what 
it says about the meaning of love. Ask yourself, what might I do today to show my 
love for God and for others. The world likes to emphasize the love of self as the 
foundation for the love of others. But we know that love begins and ends outside of 
ourselves with almighty God. He is our endless fountain of love, from whom all 
true love flows and there’s no shortage. So let’s see if we can’t love a little more 
today than we did yesterday.  

 
In Love, 

Bryce 
 
 
 
 
 

 


