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Hello there! I hope all is well. I can’t believe it's been a month and a half 

since I began my ministry here in Swan River. Things are starting to open up a bit, 
and I look forward to what the Lord has in store going forward. I pray that you are 
well and that this isolation hasn’t gotten you down, because I know it isn’t easy to 
have life interrupted like this and your routine pulled out from under your feet. If 
things are difficult, please by all means do not hesitate to call myself or Pastor Neal 
at the church!  

I understand that my “devotionals” have probably seemed to offer more 
information than devotion. But my focus on Christian doctrine over the past 
several weeks was not meant to dissuade from Christian practice, but to give it a 
foundation. What we believe influences what we do, there is no getting around 
that. Furthermore, because we have all been isolated to an extent from one another, 
I thought this is a perfect time to sharpen our wits, so-to-speak, with regard to our 
Chrisitan worldview. To grow in our knowledge of the things of God, so that when 
life gets back to normal (whatever that looks like) we are in a place of greater 
understanding, better equipped to glorify the One who called us out of the world to 
be in a loving relationship with Him through His Son, Jesus Christ.  

 
This week I wanted to look at the doctrine of sola scriptura (latin for 

“scripture alone”). This simply means that the Bible is our final authority when it 
comes to matters of faith and practice. It is entirely sufficient to give us knowledge 
of the truth in order that we may come to know Christ as our saviour. It does not 
mean that we can’t find wisdom or truth in other places. God is the Sovereign and 
uses all sorts of means to convey truth about things material and immaterial. That 
is, the natural and supernatural. For example, we can look at the heavens and see 
that God is glorious, without having to open our Bibles. Nor does it mean we are 
not to respect the authority of church leadership or to think we should separate 
ourselves from the visible body of Christ just because we don’t like submitting to 
their authority. What it means is that if our leaders are saying one thing, and the 
Bible another, we listen to the Bible.  



This caused a great deal of controversy in the 1500’s after Martin Luther 
posted his 95 Theses on the door of the Wittenberg Castle Church. These 
challenged the Papacy in Rome and the selling of what were known as indulgences 
(a means of getting your loved ones out of Purgatory). Little realized that this 
would basically cause a firestorm of reform to breakout across Europe and cause 
the Church to split down the middle. Now instead of just Rome, you had those who 
protested her. This is why we are called Protestants, because of our protest against 
the abuses of the Roman church.  

One of the key disputes was the place of Scripture in the life of the 
Christian. According to Rome, Scripture was authoritative, but so was the Mother 
Church and its figurehead, the Pope. What the Protestant Reformers saw was that 
much of the teaching coming out of Rome was in clear contradiction to the 
testimony of Scripture, which both parties believed (at least in theory) was 
God-Breathed (as Paul says in 2 Timothy 3:16). The difference was that Scripture 
needed to be interpreted properly, and the traditions of the Church and the voice of 
the Pope were what made this possible. Therefore, even though they said Scripture 
was of prime authority, it most clearly had taken a back seat to Church tradition. 
How can one justify selling pieces of paper that promised you less time in 
Purgatory so you could fund crusades and building projects in Rome with the 
words of Scripture? The short answer is, you can’t. Unless of course you say that 
the Church has the authority to do such things and interprets Scripture in such a 
way that allows for you to do basically whatever you want. Furthermore, this 
ancient tradition, which supposedly came down from the Apostles, also needs to be 
interpreted! And guess who gets to interpret these traditions? Rome does!  

On the other hand, Rome is right to point out how much division this has 
caused amongst us Protestants. If everyone can interpret the Bible however he or 
she wants, things tend to get a little messy. Which is why there are thousands of 
different Protestant denominations out there. So whether Protestant or Catholic, we 
must all acknowledge the importance of unity and reconciliation over and above 
division and resentment. That being said, just because there are lots of Protestant 
churches doesn’t mean we are wrong to take the Bible as God’s ultimate and 
sufficient authority over and above the Pope. The truth is, if something comes from 
God, it is authoritative whether or not the Church in Rome decides to say it is. And 



just because there are diverse interpretations does not mean it does not have a true 
meaning. The problem is always with us and our interpretation, not inspired 
Scripture.  

What does this mean? Well, our doctrine of Scripture (what role we think 
the Bible has to play in our lives) continues to be of utmost importance. The 
Gospel is contained within it, and so we want to get it right! Despite our 
disagreements, the vast majority of Protestants would agree that the Gospel of 
Scripture is clearly taught to be a justification that comes by faith alone in Jesus 
Christ alone. We are not saved by works, but by the grace and mercy of God. Not 
because of what we do, but what He did for us. On this we can agree! And this is 
something that is lost or perverted when you give authority to ever changing 
institutions like the Roman Catholic church. Which, by the way, is hardly in 
agreement about everything. Even now there is major concern amongst Catholics 
as to what the future will hold, given the radical nature of the current Pope. The 
idea that Rome has had nothing but peace and unity is far from the truth! People 
often forget, the first great schism took place five hundred years prior to the 
Reformation!  

All that being said, we are not to look upon the Roman Church with 
unbridled hatred or treat individual Catholics with disrespect. Remember, our 
Gospel is one of grace, mercy, and forgiveness. Therefore, we are to show the 
same grace and patience to those with whom we have fundamental disagreements 
with! Love must be ours to give, just as it has been freely bestowed upon us. I am 
always impressed by how active the Roman Catholic Church is in the pro-life 
movement. In fact, the majority of pro-life activists are Catholic! In this arena 
Catholics and Protestants stand side by side with one another in their desire to 
uphold the dignity of human life and any theological discussions I’ve had have 
been done with mutual respect.  

On Wednesday let’s look more at what the doctrine of sola scriptura looks 
like in practice, today. Should Scripture really be seen as authoritative above and 
beyond all the other competing voices out there today? What if my pastor says 
something that I don’t think is scriptural? How might I respond to that? And how 
should I approach these issues in a spirit of peace, when something as important as 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ is on the line?  



 


